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Overview
Tom White  
CarsGuide new energy vehicle specialist

You might not see too many electric cars on the road just 
yet, but Australia is really starting to think seriously about 
them.

At CarsGuide, we’ve seen consumer interest in electric 
vehicles more than double in the past two years, and this 
boom shows no sign of slowing. In terms of actual vehicle 
sales, we’ve seen our best indicator of Australian EV sales 
ŒďăķĉÐ�ðĊ�ĴìÐ�ťīĮĴ�Īķ­īĴÐī�ďå�ǡǟǡǡș�­ĊÌ�ĴìÐ�æīďœĴì�ďå�ĴìðĮ�
sector outstripped most independent estimates.2

CarsGuide has developed The   EVGuide Report as a 
resource for all things EVs and a pulse check of what’s 
happening in the sector. The focus is on pure-electric 
vehicles, plus insights relating to hybrid, plug-in hybrid and 
hydrogen fuel-cell vehicles that represent the spectrum of 
ÐăÐÆĴīðťÐÌ�ŒÐìðÆăÐĮȘ

ZĊÐ�ďå�ĴìÐ�ÅðææÐĮĴ�ðĮĮķÐĮ�å­ÆðĊæ�ĴìÐ�ŦÐÌæăðĊæ�'��ðĊÌķĮĴīř�
right now is the breadth of information available and the 
multiple variables across states and manufacturers, which 
Æ­Ċ�ÅÐ�ÌðŨÆķăĴ�Ĵď�ťăĴÐīȘ�}ìÐ�'�:ķðÌÐ�tÐĨďīĴ�ìðæìăðæìĴĮ�
all the key points in one place, and we’ve also created the 
theoretical ‘CarsGuide EV’ to help you compare the cost of 
buying an EV in each state.

�ďķȸăă�ťĊÌ�āÐř�ÆďĊĮķĉÐī�ðĊĮðæìĴĮș�'��ĉďÌÐăĮ�­Œ­ðă­ÅăÐ�
for sale, proliferation of charging infrastructure, plus 
analysis of the real cost of buying an EV in each Australian 
state and territory, as well as an analysis of how Australia 
compares to other markets. 

The EVGuide Report also highlights major developments 
expected in the coming year, plus factors that might 
ðĊŦķÐĊÆÐ�æďŒÐīĊĉÐĊĴ�ĨďăðÆř�­Į�œÐăă�­Į�­�ăďďā�­Ĵ�ĴìÐ�
environmental and sustainability impact of new energy 
vehicles.

Why now?

Recent research undertaken by the Electric Vehicle 
Council suggests more than 50 per cent of Australians 
would consider an EV for their next vehicle. The same 
research indicates EV sales have increased about 150 per 
cent year-on-year until the close of 2021.3

Many Australians have already taken the dive on an electric 
car, with Tesla reaching 12,094 buyers last year.4 To put 
that in perspective, that’s more cars than Lexus (9,290), 
Skoda (9,185), or Volvo (9,028) over the same period. 

Total EVs sold last year was a relatively impressive 
ǠǦșǡǣǢȈ�ķĊðĴĮ�­ĊÌ�ĴìðĮ�ðĮ�ÌÐĮĨðĴÐ�ĴìÐīÐ�ÅÐðĊæ�Ċď�ĮðæĊðťÆ­ĊĴ�
emissions-based incentives or investment in the sector, at 
both federal and state levels, until recently.

}ìÐ�ÆďķīĮÐ�ďå�ǡǟǡǠ�ťĊ­ăăř�Į­œ�ĮďĉÐ�ĨīďæīÐĮĮ�ďĊ�ĴìðĮ�
front, with both NSW and Victorian state governments 
putting some form of subsidy in place for buyers, while the 
federal government is supporting the spread of charging 
infrastructure and other electric vehicle trial projects 
through the Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA). 
According to the federal government, 612 projects have 
been funded by this body, with a total of $1.81 billion worth 
of funds invested.5

“Australia is really starting to think 
seriously about EVs.”

ǪElectric Vehicle Council. ‘EV sales boom ĨīÐĮÐĊĴĮ�Æì­ĊÆÐ�Ĵď�Æ­ĨĴķīÐ�ĮÐīðďķĮ�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ�ÅÐĊÐťĴĮș�ðå�æďŒÐīĊĉÐĊĴ�­ÆĴĮ�Ċďœȸ�ǢǠ�L­Ċķ­īř�ǡǟǡǡ
2Electric Vehicle Council. ‘Consumer attitudes survey 2021’ 7 October 2021
3Electric Vehicle Council. ‘EV sales boom ĨīÐĮÐĊĴĮ�Æì­ĊÆÐ�Ĵď�Æ­ĨĴķīÐ�ĮÐīðďķĮ�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ�ÅÐĊÐťĴĮș�ðå�æďŒÐīĊĉÐĊĴ�­ÆĴĮ�Ċďœȸ�ǢǠ�L­Ċķ­īř�ǡǟǡǡ
4About ARENA

http://electricvehiclecouncil.com.au/ev-sales-boom-presents-chance-to-capture-serious-electric-benefits-if-government-acts-now/
https://electricvehiclecouncil.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-EVC-carsales-Consumer-attitudes-survey-web.pdf
http://electricvehiclecouncil.com.au/ev-sales-boom-presents-chance-to-capture-serious-electric-benefits-if-government-acts-now/
https://arena.gov.au/about/
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Types of new-energy cars available in Australia

Pure EV 
Electric motor and battery, no combustion engine.

Hybrid 
Limited electric motor and combustion engine combined.

Plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV) 
Electric motor supported by a combustion engine. Battery can be 
charged externally to facilitate pure-EV driving.

Hydrogen fuel-cell electric vehicle (FCEV)  
Hydrogen-fuelled cell creates electricity to drive an electric motor 
supported by a battery.

Consumer interest far outweighs 
actual sales 

While progress has been positive for 
the EV market in the last 12 months, 
and consumer interest is booming, 
there’s still a big gap between 
consideration and outright sales. 

You might also be surprised that 
range anxiety does not rank as the top 
concern among buyers. In fact, the 
top reason is cost, with a recent EV 
Council report suggesting 87 per cent 
of people consider purchase price 
the biggest disincentive when looking 
at an EV.5 Cost was closely followed 
by access to infrastructure, and the 
number of models to choose from, 
while driving range was fourth.

�­īĮ:ķðÌÐ�ĮðĴÐ�Ĵī­ŨÆ�ĮķææÐĮĴĮ�ķĮ�
that people aren’t just searching for 
the cheapest EV, or the EV with the 
longest range, but they are actually 
ăďďāðĊæ�ĉďīÐ�ĮĨÐÆðťÆ­ăăř�­Ĵ�ÅďÌř�
styles like SUVs, utes, and 4x4s 
of which there is currently limited 
choice in Australia. 

Many intenders seem to be waiting for 
the right model to become available 
locally. For example, the affordable 
BYD Atto 3 or Volkswagen ID.3, or the 
Tesla Model Y SUV which are all set to 
arrive in Australia in the near future. 
Notably, the ID.3 and Model Y are 
both selling6 at comparable volume 
Ĵď�ÆďĉÅķĮĴðďĊ�ÐĪķðŒ­ăÐĊĴĮ�ðĊ�ĴìÐðī�
native markets of Europe and the USA 
respectively. 

5Electric Vehicle Council. ‘Consumer attitudes survey 2021’ 7 October 2021
6Volkswagen ‘�ďăāĮœ­æÐĊ�æ­ðĊĮ�ĮďĉÐ�Ǧǟșǟǟǟ�ĊÐœ�ÆķĮĴďĉÐīĮ�œðĴì�ÅÐĮĴȭĮÐăăðĊæ�A#ȘǢ�ðĊ�ĴìÐ�ťīĮĴ�řÐ­īȸ�Ǡǟ�LķĊÐ�ǡǟǡǠ

https://electricvehiclecouncil.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-EVC-carsales-Consumer-attitudes-survey-web.pdf
https://www.volkswagen-newsroom.com/en/press-releases/volkswagen-gains-some-70000-new-customers-with-best-selling-id3-in-the-first-year-7536
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SA
• Uď�ĮĨÐÆðťÆ�Į­ăÐĮ�Ĵ­īæÐĴ�
ÌÐťĊÐÌș�ȷ�ÆĴðďĊ�qă­Ċȸ�ďĊăřș�
net zero emissions by 
2050

• $50,000 + $1,940 stamp 
duty

• No discount

ACT
• Electric vehicle strategy, with 

2030 targets to be adopted 
this year

• $50,000 + $0 stamp duty 
(low-emissions vehicles do 
not attract stamp duty in the 
ACT)

• No discounts

VIC
• Target: 50 per cent of all 

light vehicle sales to be 
zero emissions by 2030

• $50,000 + $2,100 stamp 
duty

• Minus $3,000 subsidy

TAS
• Electric vehicle future 
Ĩīďæī­ĉș�Ċď�ĮĨÐÆðťÆ�
private sale targets

• $50,000 + $2,000 stamp 
duty

• Minus $2,000 stamp duty 
exemption

Costs and incentives
Incentives to help you purchase your  
new-energy vehicle
One thing that became apparent in the past 12 months is 
Australia’s state-by-state politics means subsidies and 
ĴìÐ�īķăÐĮ�åďī�­ÆÆÐĮĮðĊæ�ĴìÐĉ�Æ­Ċ�ĪķðÆāăř�Æì­ĊæÐȘ�}ìðĮ�
also means that depending on where in Australia you live, 
ĴìÐ�ĨīðÆÐ�ÆďķăÌ�ÅÐ�ĪķðĴÐ�ÌðååÐīÐĊĴ�Ĵì­ĊāĮ�Ĵď�Œ­īðďķĮ�ĮĴ­ĴÐ�
government initiatives. 

To simplify these variables, we’ve created the theoretical 
‘CarsGuide EV’ as a neutral standard for comparing the real 
cost of buying an EV in each Australian state and territory. 

The CarsGuide EV is a small SUV with a pure-electric 
drivetrain, wearing a list price or Manufacturer’s Suggested 
tÐĴ­ðă�qīðÆÐ�ȧTwtqȨ��ȭ�ÅÐåďīÐ�ďĊȭīď­Ì�ÆďĮĴĮ�ăðāÐ�ÌÐ­ăÐī�
delivery, stamp duty and registration of $50,000, similar to 
vehicles at the more affordable end of the electric vehicle 
price scale. And, importantly, one which easily slips under 
the luxury car tax threshold and therefore has relevance to 
mainstream Australian buyers. Our purpose here is to apply 
each state’s current subsidy program8 to our theoretical 
car in order to discover the best region in Australia to buy 
a new EV.

Based on each state government’s electric vehicle strategy 
ÌďÆķĉÐĊĴĮ�åďī�ĴìÐ�ťīĮĴ�Īķ­īĴÐī�ďå�T­īÆì�Ǡǧ�ǡǟǡǡȘ

NSW
• Target: 50 per cent EV 

sales by 2030
• $50,000 + $1,600 stamp 

duty
• Minus $3,000 rebate 

and $1600 stamp duty 
exemption

NT
• Electric vehicle strategy 
ÌďÆķĉÐĊĴș�ÅķĴ�Ċď�ĮĨÐÆðťÆ�
private sales targets

• $50,000 + $1,500 stamp 
duty

• Minus $1,500 stamp duty 
exemption (From mid-2022)

QLD
• Every new car to be 

electric by 2036
• $50,000 + $1,000 stamp 

duty
• Minus $3000 subsidy from 
Lķăř

WA
• Uď�ĮĨÐÆðťÆ�ĨīðŒ­ĴÐ�Į­ăÐĮ�

targets, 25 per cent 
æďŒÐīĊĉÐĊĴ�ŦÐÐĴ�Ĵ­īæÐĴ�
by 2025

• $50,000 + $3,250 stamp 
duty

• No discount

The CarsGuide EV cost estimates7

7Before delivery
ǱAll incentives taken from the respective state websites and was correct as at the 18th of March 2022. Check references for more information.

WA 

$53,250

THE CARSGUIDE EV    Q Small SUV     Q Pure EV    Q $50,000 MSRP

NT 

$50,000
QLD 

$48,000 

NSW 

$47,000
SA 

$51,940

VIC 

$49,100 
TAS 

$50,000 

ACT 

$50,000
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Based on the CarsGuide EV, it seems the cheapest place 
to buy a pure-EV upfront is currently New South Wales, 
by a fairly comfortable margin. It is disappointing to see 
Victoria offer a subsidy, but then essentially take it away by 
continuing to include stamp duty, and by including a road-
user charge which is calculated by kilometres driven. This 
can really add up for prospective buyers.

Notably, other states are thinking beyond purchase price, 
and into subsidising long-term infrastructure plays. 
Western Australia for example seems to be following the 
UK model of mandating charging infrastructure in new 
buildings in order to set the state up for future success.

Are pure EVs really cheaper to run?
It’s fair to say  the cost of electricity to charge an EV is 
ÆìÐ­ĨÐī�Ĵì­Ċ�ĴìÐ�ÐĪķðŒ­ăÐĊĴ�ðĊ�ĨÐĴīďă�ďī�ÌðÐĮÐăș�īÐæ­īÌăÐĮĮ�
of where you charge your car. It can even be free if you 
charge from your home or public solar array.

Some models are also cheaper to service, or have longer 
service intervals which means you don’t have to visit the 
dealer as often, but this isn’t universal. There is a common 
misconception that electric cars are cheaper to service 
and be more reliable because of fewer moving parts, but be 
mindful they all still have tyres and brake components that 
œðăă�īÐĪķðīÐ�īÐæķă­ī�īÐĨă­ÆÐĉÐĊĴș�­ĊÌ�ďåĴÐĊ�ì­ŒÐ�ÆďĉĨăÐŘ�
Å­ĴĴÐīř�­ĊÌ�ĉďĴďī�ÆďďăðĊæ�ĮřĮĴÐĉĮ�Ĵì­Ĵ�œðăă�īÐĪķðīÐ�
attention in time.

So there are certain scenarios where EVs can be cheaper 
to run than a combustion car, but certainly not across 
the board.  Beyond the cost of ownership, there’s also the 
ķĊÌÐĊð­ÅăÐ�ÅÐĊÐťĴĮ�ďå�ĊÐŒÐī�ì­ŒðĊæ�Ĵď�æÐĴ�řďķī�ì­ĊÌĮ�ÌðīĴř�
using a petrol pump again, or wake your kids leaving for 
work early in the morning because of a noisy exhaust.

Beyond the cost of 
ownership, there’s also 
ĴìÐ�ķĊÌÐĊð­ÅăÐ�ÅÐĊÐťĴĮ�

of never having to get 
your hands dirty using a 

petrol pump again,  
or wake your kids 

leaving for work early in 
the morning because of 

a noisy exhaust.
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Charging metrics and infrastructure

Let’s talk about charging
�­ĮÐÌ�ďĊ�ĴìÐ�ĪķÐĮĴðďĊĮ��­īĮ:ķðÌÐ�īÐ­ÌÐīĮ�­īÐ�­ĮāðĊæș�ĴìÐīÐȸĮ�­�ăďĴ�ďå�ÆďĊåķĮðďĊ�­īďķĊÌ�Æì­īæðĊæ�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ�ŒÐìðÆăÐĮȘ�AĴ�ÆďķăÌ�
ðĊÌÐÐÌ�ĉ­āÐ�­�ĮðæĊðťÆ­ĊĴ�ÌðååÐīÐĊÆÐ�œìÐĊ�ðĴ�ÆďĉÐĮ�Ĵď�ÆìďďĮðĊæ�­Ċ�'�Ș

At present, it seems that charging your EV at home, overnight, slowly is generally the most convenient charging option for 
Australian buyers. But what if you live in a unit without power to the garage? What if you only have on-street parking?

There could still be an ideal EV for you, but you’ll need to pay attention to charging speeds, measured in kW, and the plug 
type, which may affect where you can charge. Essentially there are currently three distinct ‘levels’ of charging. 

Level 1, which includes everything from a wall outlet to a public ‘slow charger’, will charge a vehicle at 
­�ī­ĴÐ�ďå�ÅÐĴœÐÐĊ�ǡȘǣ�­ĊÌ�ǦȘǡā��œðĴì�­Ċ����ÆďĊĊÐÆĴďīȘ�#ÐĨÐĊÌðĊæ�ďĊ�ĴìÐ�ÐŨÆðÐĊÆř�ďå�ĴìÐ�Æ­īș�ĴìðĮ�Æ­Ċ�
add between 10 - 50km of driving range per hour.

Level 2 Æì­īæðĊæș�œìðÆì�řďķȸăă�ťĊÌ�­Ĵ�Ĩă­ÆÐĮ�ăðāÐ�ĮìďĨĨðĊæ�ÆÐĊĴīÐĮ�­ĊÌ�ÆďķĊÆðă�Æ­ī�Ĩ­īāĮș�ðĮ�ĮĴðăă�ďĊ����
ÅķĴ�īÐĪķðīÐĮ�ķĨæī­ÌðĊæ�Ĵď�ĴìīÐÐȭĨì­ĮÐ�ðĊåī­ĮĴīķÆĴķīÐș�­ĊÌ�Æ­Ċ�Æì­īæÐ�ÅÐĴœÐÐĊ�ǠǠā��­ĊÌ�ǡǡā��­ĊÌ�
deliver between 50 and 100km of driving range per hour. 

Finally, DC fast charging�īÐĪķðīÐĮ�ĉďīÐ�ÐŘĨÐĊĮðŒÐ�ðĊåī­ĮĴīķÆĴķīÐ�­ĊÌ�ÌÐÌðÆ­ĴÐÌ�#��ĨăķæĮș�ÅķĴ�œðăă�
generally start from 50kW up (but can be as low as 25kW) - adding hundreds of kilometres of range 
per hour. Rare, very fast DC chargers can charge at up to 350kW, adding 100km of range in just a few 
ĉðĊķĴÐĮ�ďĊ�ÆďĉĨ­ĴðÅăÐ�ĉďÌÐăĮș�ÅķĴ�īÐĪķðīÐ�ĮðæĊðťÆ­ĊĴ�ðĊŒÐĮĴĉÐĊĴ�Ĵď�ðĊĮĴ­ăăȘ

TďīÐ�­ååďīÌ­ÅăÐ�'�Į�­ĊÌ�ĉďĮĴ�ĨăķæȭðĊ�ìřÅīðÌ�ȧq>'�Ȩ�ŒÐìðÆăÐĮ�œðăă�ďĊăř�­ÆÆÐĨĴ�ȷOÐŒÐă�Ǡȸ�Æì­īæðĊæ�ďĊ�­Ċ����ÆďĊĊÐÆĴðďĊș�­ĊÌ�
lower-end vehicles will only charge at between 50 and 100kW on a DC connection. As the price increases and features like 
ÆďďăðĊæ�­ĊÌ�ìðæìÐī�ŒďăĴ­æÐ�­īÆìðĴÐÆĴķīÐĮ�­īÐ�ðĊÆăķÌÐÌș�Æì­īæðĊæ�ĮĨÐÐÌ�­ăĮď�ðĊÆīÐ­ĮÐĮș�œðĴì�Æ­īĮ�ăðāÐ�ĴìÐ�>řķĊÌ­ð�AďĊðĪ�Ǥ�
­ĊÌ�qďīĮÆìÐ�}­řÆ­Ċ�ī­ĊāðĊæ�­ĉďĊæĮĴ�ĴìÐ�å­ĮĴÐĮĴ�Æì­īæðĊæ�ďĊ�ĴìÐ�ĉ­īāÐĴȘ
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How long do they take to charge? 
Here are the top ten fastest charging pure EVs in Australia from near empty to near full, adhering to their safe operating 
ranges which is explained below.  Each charge time is based on the manufacturer’s claim, so this is a guide only. 

Charging times can vary depending on various factors, including environmental conditions like ambient and battery 
temperature. Keep in mind, cars at the lower end of the list charge relatively slowly, but have small batteries and limited 
ranges, so they don’t have the charging times of some models closer to the top of the list with advanced architectures.

Top 10 pure EVs by claimed DC charging speed
Make Model Stated battery capacity Max charge speed per hour Charge time10

Hyundai AďĊðĪ�Ǥ 72.6kWh 350kW 18 minutes

Kia EV6 77.4kWh 350kW 18 minutes

Porsche Taycan 93.4kWh 270kW 22.5 minutes

Audi e-Tron GT 93kWh 270kW 23 minutes

Audi e-Tron 95kWh 150kW 30 minutes

Tesla Model 3 82.8kWh 250kW 30 minutes

BMW i4 84kWh 150kW 31 minutes

BMW iX3 74kWh 150kW 32 minutes

Mazda MX-30 35.5kWh 50kW 36 minutes

Mini Cooper SE 32.6kWh 50kW 36 minutes

Top 10 pure EVs by claimed AC charging speed
Make Model Max AC charge speed10 Claimed time to full charge9

Porsche Taycan 22kW 4.5 hours

Audi e-Tron GT 22kW 4.5 hours

Audi e-Tron 22kW 4.5 hours

Tesla Model S 16kW Variant dependent

Tesla Model X 16kW Variant dependent

Mini Cooper SE 11kW 3.5 hours

Mercedes-Benz EQA 11kW 4.1 hours

Hyundai AďĊðĪ�Ǥ 11kW 6 hours

Kia EV6 11kW Variant dependent

Volvo XC40 Recharge 
qķīÐ�'�

11kW Variant dependent

Polestar 2 11kW Variant dependent

Tesla Model 3 11kW Variant dependent

9�ă­ðĉÐÌ�ĴðĉÐ�Ĵď�åķăă�Æì­īæÐ�ðĮ�­�ĉ­Ċķå­ÆĴķīÐī�ÐĮĴðĉ­ĴÐ�ďĊăř�­ĊÌ�ĊďĴ�Ĵď�­Ċ�ðĊÌķĮĴīř�īÐÆďæĊðĮÐÌ�ďŨÆð­ă�ĮĴ­ĊÌ­īÌ�ďī�ĨīďĴďÆďăȘ�
10�ÆĴķ­ă����Æì­īæÐ�ĮĨÐÐÌ�ĉ­ř�Œ­īř�åīďĉ�ĴìÐ�Æă­ðĉÐÌ�ťæķīÐĮ�ÌÐĨÐĊÌðĊæ�ďĊ�ÐĊŒðīďĊĉÐĊĴ­ă�å­ÆĴďīĮ�­ĊÌ�ĴìÐ�Æì­īæðĊæ�ĮĴ­ĴðďĊ�ķĮÐÌȘ
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What range is possible with a full battery?

�ìÐĊ�åķăăř�Æì­īæÐÌș�ìďœ�å­ī�Æ­Ċ�­Ċ�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ�Æ­ī�­ÆĴķ­ăăř�æďȟ��Ðăďœ�­īÐ�ĴìÐ�ĴďĨ�ǠǤ�'�Į�­Œ­ðă­ÅăÐ�ðĊ��ķĮĴī­ăð­�­Į�ďå�ĴìÐ�ťīĮĴ�
Īķ­īĴÐī�ďå�ǡǟǡǡș�ī­ĊāÐÌ�Åř�ī­ĊæÐȘ�NÐÐĨ�ðĊ�ĉðĊÌ��ķĮĴī­ăð­Ċ�ĉďĴďīðĮĴĮ�ďĊăř�Ĵī­ŒÐă�­Ċ�­ŒÐī­æÐ�ďå�Ǣǧāĉ�­�Ì­ř11, so with 15 cars 
on this list offering more than 450km of range, it’s fair to say there are options for those concerned with matching their 
combustion vehicle’s usability and minimising range anxiety. 

Top 15 pure EVs by driving range12

Make Model Maximum claimed range

Tesla Model S 837km

Tesla Model 3 657km

BMW iX 630km

BMW i4 590km

Tesla Model X 580km

Polestar 2 540km

Kia EV6 528km

Audi e-Tron GT 488km

Hyundai Kona electric 484km

Jaguar Aȭq­ÆÐ 470km

BMW iX3 460km

Kia Niro EV 455km

Porsche Taycan 452km

Hyundai AďĊðĪ�Ǥ 451km

�ìðÆì�'��ðĮ�ĴìÐ�ĉďĮĴ�ÐĊÐīæř�ÐŨÆðÐĊĴȟ
AĴȸĮ�ăðāÐăř�řďķȸăă�ÅÐ�ķĮÐÌ�Ĵď�ĉÐ­ĮķīðĊæ�ÐŨÆðÐĊÆř�ðĊ�OȥǠǟǟāĉ�ďå�åķÐă�åďī�ÆďĉÅķĮĴðďĊ�ŒÐìðÆăÐĮȘ�9ďī�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ�Æ­īĮș�ĴìÐ�ÐĪķðŒ­ăÐĊĴ�
ðĮ�ĮðĉĨăř�ÆďĊŒÐīĴÐÌ�Ĵď�ā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ�ďå�Æì­īæÐ�ÆďĊĮķĉĨĴðďĊȘ

'ŨÆðÐĊÆř�åďī�'�Į�ðĮ�ìÐ­Œðăř�ðĊŦķÐĊÆÐÌ�Åř�Įðĉðă­ī�å­ÆĴďīĮ�Ĵď�ÆďĉÅķĮĴðďĊ�Æ­īĮș�ăðāÐ�œÐðæìĴ�­ĊÌ�­ÐīďÌřĊ­ĉðÆĮȘ�>ďœÐŒÐīș�'�ȭ
ĮĨÐÆðťÆ�­ĴĴīðÅķĴÐĮ�ăðāÐ�īÐæÐĊÐī­ĴðŒÐ�Åī­āðĊæ�­ăĮď�Ĩă­ř�­�īďăÐȘ

}ďĨ�ǠǤ�ĨķīÐ�'�Į�Åř�ÐŨÆðÐĊÆř
Make Model ā�ì�ÐŨÆðÐĊÆř�ȭ��O}q�ÆďĉÅðĊÐÌ13 ā�ì�ÐŨÆðÐĊÆř�ȭ�­Į�ĴÐĮĴÐÌ�Åř��­īĮ:ķðÌÐ14

Tesla Model 3 ǠǢȘǠā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ ǠǦȘǠā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ

Hyundai Kona electric ǠǣȘǦā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ ǠǠȘǧā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ

Lexus UX300e ǠǤȘǟā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ ǠǦȘǤā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ

Hyundai AďĊðĪ�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ ǠǤȘǦā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ ǠǡȘǢā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ

Kia Niro EV ǠǤȘǨā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ ǠǣȘǤā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ

MG ZS EV ǠǥȘǡā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ ǠǣȘǥā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ

Mini Cooper SE ǠǥȘǧā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ ǠǣȘǟā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ

Mercedes-Benz EQA250 ǠǦȘǦā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ ǡǡȘǨā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ

Nissan Leaf e+ Ǡǧā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ ǠǥȘǢā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ

Mazda MX-30 e35 ǠǧȘǤā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ ǠǥȘǢā�ìȥǠǟǟāĉ

11 Australian Bureau of Statistics. ‘Survey of Motor Vehicle Use, Australiaȸ�Ǡǡ�ĉďĊĴìĮ�ÐĊÌÐÌ�Ǣǟ�LķĊÐ�ǡǟǡǟ
12#īðŒðĊæ�ī­ĊæÐ�ĊķĉÅÐīĮ�­īÐ�ĉÐ­ĮķīÐÌ�Ĵď�ĴìÐ�ȷ�ďīăÌœðÌÐ�ì­īĉďĊðĮÐÌ�ăðæìĴȭÌķĴř�ŒÐìðÆăÐĮ�ĴÐĮĴ�ĨīďÆÐÌķīÐ�ȧ�O}qȨ�ÆďĉÅðĊÐÌȸ�ĮĴ­ĊÌ­īÌș�­�æăďÅ­ă�ĴÐĮĴ�ĉÐ­ĮķīÐĉÐĊĴ�ĨīďĴďÆďă�
established by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe to establish a standardised comparative number to use between models on a test cycle which 
approximates real-world conditions.
13Energy consumption numbers are measured to the ‘Worldwide harmonised light-duty vehicles test procedure (�O}q) combined’ standard, a global test measurement 
protocol established by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. The ‘combined’ protocol refers to a test which uses a percentage both of open-road and urban 
driving, and therefore represent a relatable standard for basis of comparison between models.
14These numbers have been calculated by independent tests published on CarsGuide. Test conditions may vary considerably, so noted here to depict variability of real-world 
ÐŨÆðÐĊÆřȘ

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/industry/tourism-and-transport/survey-motor-vehicle-use-australia/latest-release
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=LEGISSUM:4390810
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Charging infrastructure15

Because of Australia’s relative scale and the distances between capital cities, our density of electric vehicle chargers is 
probably never going to match a country in continental Europe. However, this snapshot provides an idea of the states and 
territories that are taking the lead in the rollout of infrastructure, which will hopefully add up to bigger numbers over time.

Again, New South Wales takes the lead here with the largest number of chargers - over half of all chargers available in the 
country. While the chargers here essentially mirror the state populations, they are also affected by geography. The ACT, 
for example, is relatively small by size and population and therefore needs far fewer charging locations. 

As mentioned above, the federal government’s recently announced Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) 
infrastructure program is designed to create more high-speed charging locations along the east coast, allowing more 
chargers to pop up in Victoria, NSW, and QLD. NSW also takes the lead for the spread of high-speed chargers across the 
state, allowing more realistic ‘weekend trips’ while most other states have the charging infrastructure centered in capital 
cities, which therefore limits travel outside urban areas.

STATE AC Chargers DC Chargers Total Chargers

ACT 16 1 17

NSW 523 96 619

NT 7 0 7

QLD 333 15 348

SA 143 29 172

TAS 64 8 72

VIC 408 31 439

WA 189 5 194

Total 908 185 1093

15#­Ĵ­�Æďăă­ĴÐÌ�åīďĉ�ĮďķīÆÐĮ�­Ĵ��ì­īæÐ9ďŘș�}ÐĮă­ș�'ŒðÐș�LďăĴ�­ĊÌ�UtT�Ș�#­Ĵ­�ÆďīīÐÆĴ�­Į�­Ĵ�ǡǧ�9ÐÅīķ­īř�ǡǟǡǡ

TAS
72

QLD
348

ACT
17

NSW
619

NT
7

SA
172

WA
194

VIC
439

TOTAL
1093

https://arena.gov.au/projects/?project-value-start=0&project-value-end=200000000
https://arena.gov.au/projects/?project-value-start=0&project-value-end=200000000
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Environmental impact

What do electric cars really mean for the environment?

16qďăÐĮĴ­īȘ�ȷOðåÐ�ÆřÆăÐ�­ĮĮÐĮĮĉÐĊĴ�ǡǟǡǠ�Ȱ��­īÅďĊ�åďďĴĨīðĊĴ�ďå�qďăÐĮĴ­ī�ǡ�Œ­īð­ĊĴĮȸ�ǠǢ�Lķăř�ǡǟǡǠȘ
17Keane, Daniel, et al. “Solar panels switched off by energy authorities to stabilise South Australian electricity grid.” ABC, 16 March 2021.
18BMW.com. “From raw materials to recycling – the life cycle of a BMW battery cell.” BMW.com, 3 September 2020.

'ăÐÆĴīðÆ�Æ­īĮ�ì­ŒÐ�ĴìÐ�ďÅŒðďķĮ�ÐĊŒðīďĊĉÐĊĴ­ă�ÅÐĊÐťĴ�ďå�
generating no harmful emissions like carbon dioxide (CO2) 
or nitrogen oxides (NOx) while they move, but there are 
other factors that need to be taken into account in terms 
of transport sustainability.

While overall emissions per kilometre for driving a 
purely electric vehicle are less than their combustion 
counterparts, even when the power is sourced from a 
fossil-fuel based energy grid, this does not include the 
extra emissions burden electric cars carry from the 
manufacture of batteries.

qďăÐĮĴ­īș�åďī�ÐŘ­ĉĨăÐș�ÆķīīÐĊĴăř�ÐĮĴðĉ­ĴÐĮ�ðĴ�œďķăÌ�Ĵ­āÐ�
īďķæìăř�ǠǠǟșǟǟǟāĉ�åďī�ðĴĮ�qďăÐĮĴ­ī�ǡ�Ĵď�ÅīÐ­ā�ÐŒÐĊ�ďĊ�ðĴĮ�
ÐĉðĮĮðďĊĮ�åďďĴĨīðĊĴ�œðĴì�ĴìÐ�ÆďĉÅķĮĴðďĊ�ÐĪķðŒ­ăÐĊĴ�åīďĉ�
the Volvo, the XC40 SUV. This estimate is based on an 
average global mix of power grid sources (which includes 
a mix of both fossil fuel and renewable sources), according 
to its publicly-available life cycle assessment report for the 
car.16

This can of course be reduced if the power is sourced 
renewably, such as from solar panels or a grid which has 
better utilisation of wind, solar, or hydroelectric energy, 
ultimately falling as low as 40,000km.  At this point the 
vehicle can start to become cleaner than a combustion car 
in terms of overall emissions.

Electric vehicles also have an important role to play on 
an individual level, allowing owners a convenient place 
to store energy from home solar arrays which could 
otherwise be wasted on a power grid unwilling or unable to 
accept extra supply.17

Batteries themselves are also able to live longer than just 
the eight-year warranty most manufacturers offer, or even 
the average life of the car. Brands like BMW are investing 
in re-purposing batteries from old electric cars to be used 
in power storage units, which it estimates can be used for 
another 10 years. The batteries are ultimately recycled for 
their raw materials, as some valuable rare earth elements 
can be reclaimed from expended battery cells and used to 
forge new ones.18

https://www.polestar.com/dato-assets/11286/1630409045-polestarlcarapportprintkorr11210831.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-03-17/solar-panels-switched-off-in-sa-to-stabilise-grid/13256572
https://www.bmw.com/en/innovation/life-cycle-of-a-battery-cell.html


EVGuide Report 2022 

13

New-energy cars sales in 2021

Pure EV car sales increase in 2021 vs 2020
It’s clear for now that Australians are currently more comfortable with hybrid technology compared with full 
ÐăÐÆĴīðťÆ­ĴðďĊȘ�AĴ�ĉ­āÐĮ�ĮÐĊĮÐț�ìřÅīðÌĮ�­īÐĊȸĴ�­Į�ī­ĊæÐ�ăðĉðĴÐÌș�ďī�ÆďĊĮĴī­ðĊÐÌ�Åř�ĊÐœ�ðĊåī­ĮĴīķÆĴķīÐ�ðĊ�ĴìÐ�œ­ř�åķăă�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ�
ďī�ìřÌīďæÐĊ�åķÐăȭÆÐăă�Æ­īĮ�ȧ9�'�Ȩ�­īÐȘ�UďĴÐ�Ĵì­Ĵ�ĨăķæȭðĊ�ìřÅīðÌ�ȧq>'�Ȩ�ŒÐìðÆăÐĮ�ĉ­āÐ�ķĨ�­�åī­ÆĴðďĊ�ďå�ĴìðĮ�ďŒÐī­ăă�ìřÅīðÌ�
popularity.

� ����������������������������������
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91.1%

93.1%

98.4%

99.7%

99.996%

8.9%

6.9%

1.6%

0.3%

0.004%Hydrogen fuel-cell  
electric vehicle (FCEV)

qăķæȭðĊ�ìřÅīðÌ�ȧq>'�Ȩ

qķīÐ�'�

Hybrid

All new-energy cars

New energy car sales 2021 vs 202019 
�ďĉĨ­īðĊæ�ǡǟǡǠ�Į­ăÐĮ�ťæķīÐĮ�ďå�ĊÐœȭÐĊÐīæř�ŒÐìðÆăÐĮ�œðĴì�ǡǟǡǟș�ìďœÐŒÐīș�ðĴȸĮ�ĨķīÐ�'��­ĊÌ�ĨăķæȭðĊ�ìřÅīðÌĮ�Ĵì­Ĵ�
ÌÐĉďĊĮĴī­ĴÐ�ĴìÐ�ĮĴīďĊæÐĮĴ�æīďœĴìȘ�}ìðĮ�ĊďĴ�ďĊăř�īÐŦÐÆĴĮ�ðĊÆīÐ­ĮÐÌ�ĉďÌÐă�­Œ­ðă­ÅðăðĴřș�ÅķĴ�­ăĮď�ĴìÐðī�ðĊĴīðĊĮðÆ�ĮĴīÐĊæĴìĮȘ�
Newer pure EVs generally offer better value and outright usability than ever, while plug-in hybrids do the same while also 
ÐĊ­ÅăðĊæ�ĴìÐ�ŦÐŘðÅðăðĴř�Ĵď�ÌīðŒÐ�ăďĊæÐī�ÌðĮĴ­ĊÆÐĮ�œðĴì�ĴìÐ�ÆďĉÅķĮĴðďĊ�ÐăÐĉÐĊĴ�ďå�ĴìÐðī�ÌīðŒÐĴī­ðĊĮȘ�ZĊ�ĴìðĮ�Å­ĮðĮș�œÐ�ÐŘĨÐÆĴ�
this relative growth of pure EV and plug-in hybrid models to continue at least through 2022. 

YoY Difference % increase

Pure EV 10,343 149.90%

Hybrid 11,885 20.29%

Hydrogen fuel cell electric vehicle (FCEV) 38

Plug-in hybrid (PHEV) 1,681 99.41%

Total 23,947 35.65%

19Sales data taken from VFACTS December 2021 report. Tesla sales numbers from EV Council report VFACTS, Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries, December 2021

� ����������������������������������
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How does Australia stack up against our international counterparts?

The numbers show Australia is still well behind the US, 
which shares similar geographical challenges, and a state-
by-state approach to subsidies.

Like Australia, the UK is also a right-hand-drive market, 
which affects the models available. However, the limited 
distances between cities, its proximity to the EU, and 
relatively proactive government policies have nurtured its 
EV market.

China is well ahead when it comes to technology and 
is actively mandating high numbers of EV sales from 

its local automakers. The result is a huge uptake 
of electric vehicles, jumping from 1.2 million to 3.4 
million registrations between 2020 and 202120, with a 
corresponding explosion of local makes and models. China 
­ăĮď�ÅÐĊÐťĴĮ�åīďĉ�ì­ŒðĊæ�­�ìðæìăř�ķīÅ­ĊðĮÐÌ�ĨďĨķă­ĴðďĊș�
œðĴì�æÐĊÐī­ăăř�ăďœÐī�ī­ĊæÐ�īÐĪķðīÐĉÐĊĴĮȘ

Norway continues to be the global leader in EV uptake, 
with a staggering 65 per cent of new cars sold being fully 
ÐăÐÆĴīðÆȘ�OďÆ­ăĮ�ÅÐĊÐťĴ�åīďĉ�ăðŒðĊæ�ðĊ�­�īÐă­ĴðŒÐăř�Įĉ­ăăș�
rich country with generous EV incentives and strong 
investment in infrastructure.

�����
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35%

85%

88.4%

95.5%

98.4%

65%

15%

11.6%

4.5%

1.6%Australia 17,24321

USA 535,00022

UK 190,72723

China 3.4 million24

Norway 176,27625

Number of vehicles sold and percentage of market 

New pure-EV models in the Australian market for Q1 2022

Make Price Range

Polestar 2 From $59,990 Up to 540km

Kia EV6 From $67,990 Up to 504km

BMW iX3 From $114,900 Up to 460km

BMW iX From $135,900 Up to 630km

20  23  24  25 International Energy Agency. “Electric cars fend off supply challenges to more than double global sales – Analysis - IEAȘȶ�Ǣǟ�L­Ċķ­īř�ǡǟǡǡ
21 Electric Vehicle Council. ȷ'��Į­ăÐĮ�Åďďĉ�ĨīÐĮÐĊĴĮ�Æì­ĊÆÐ�Ĵď�Æ­ĨĴķīÐ�ĮÐīðďķĮ�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ�ÅÐĊÐťĴĮș�ðå�æďŒÐīĊĉÐĊĴ�­ÆĴĮ�Ċďœȸ�ǢǠ�L­Ċķ­īř�ǡǟǡǡ
22 The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). ‘SMMT MOTOR INDUSTRY FACTS 2021’ November 2021

Polestar 2 Kia EV6 BMW iX3 BMW iX

https://www.iea.org/commentaries/electric-cars-fend-off-supply-challenges-to-more-than-double-global-sales
http://electricvehiclecouncil.com.au/ev-sales-boom-presents-chance-to-capture-serious-electric-benefits-if-government-acts-now/
https://www.smmt.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/SMMT-Facts-November-2021.pdf
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Top 5 pure EVs not available in Australia
Make Bodystyle Context27

Volkswagen ID.4 SUV Coming to Australia in 2023 - High demand in Europe

Volkswagen ID.3 Hatchback Coming to Australia in 2023 - High demand in Europe

Rivian R1T Ute qďĴÐĊĴð­ă��ķĮĴī­ăð­Ċ�ă­ķĊÆì�ðĊ�ǡǟǡǢ�ȭ�OÐåĴȭì­ĊÌ�ÌīðŒÐ�ĨīďÌķÆĴðďĊ

Ford F150 Lightning Ute Australian arrival unlikely - Left-hand drive production

Ford Mustang Mach-E SUV OðāÐăř�åďī�­Ċ��ķĮĴī­ăð­Ċ�ă­ķĊÆìș�ÅķĴ�ķĊÆďĊťīĉÐÌ�ȭ�>ðæì��w�­ĊÌ�'ķīďĨÐ­Ċ�ÌÐĉ­ĊÌ

New pure-EV models set to arrive in 2022

With at least 11 new pure-EVs set to launch locally over the course of 2022, this represents an expansion of almost 50 per 
cent of models available to Australian buyers. This is great news for consumer choice, but also underlines manufacturer 
intent to expand in this space despite a relative lack of government incentives.

Make/model Expected timing26

Mercedes-Benz EQS Early 

Genesis GV60 Early 

Tesla Model Y Mid 

Kia Niro (new generation) Mid 

Mercedes-Benz EQE Mid 

BMW i4 Mid

BYD Atto 3 Mid 

BYD EA1 Mid

Hyundai Ioniq 6 Late

Volvo C40 Late

MG ZS EV (update) Late

Pure EVs not currently available in Australia
With limited market scale and a relative lack of government incentives, combined with rapidly growing international 
demand, numerous manufacturers are choosing not to prioritise our market for new EV model launches. Globally, 
many manufacturers are also facing supply shortages and a re-think of logistics as factories are re-aligned to battery 
manufacturing centres. As a result, Australia misses out on some of the most promising EV models.

Mercedes-Benz EQS Genesis GV60 Tesla Model Y

Kia Niro (new generation) Mercedes-Benz EQE BMW i4

BYD Atto 3 BYD EA1 Hyundai Ioniq 6 Volvo C40MG ZS EV (update) 

Volkswagen ID.4 Volkswagen ID.3 Rivian R1T Ford F150 Lightning Ford Mustang Mach-E

26 27 Based on indications from manufacturers.
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Consumer interest

The articles EV buyers and intenders care about the most. Top 10 most viewed advice articles on CarsGuide in 2021.28

Zķī�'�:ķðÌÐ�ĴďĨ�Ǡǟ�ĮĴďīðÐĮ�ī­ĊāÐÌ�Åř�Ĵī­ŨÆ�ĮìďķăÌ�æðŒÐ�řďķ�­Ċ�ðÌÐ­�ďå�œì­Ĵ��ķĮĴī­ăð­ĊĮ�œ­ĊĴ�Ĵď�āĊďœ�­ÅďķĴ�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ�Æ­īĮȘ�
�ăÐ­īăřș�ìřÅīðÌĮ�­īÐ��ķĮĴī­ăð­ȸĮ�ĨīÐåÐīīÐÌ�åďīĉ�ďå�ÐăÐÆĴīðťÆ­ĴðďĊș�Ĵì­ĊāĮ�Ĵď�ĴìÐ�ĨďĨķă­īðĴř�­ĊÌ�ÆďĊŒÐĊðÐĊÆÐ�ďå�}ďřďĴ­ȸĮ�
expansive range, plus the reputation they’ve garnered from being on the market for more than two decades. However, the 
ðĊĴÐīÐĮĴ�ðĊ�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ�Æ­īĮ�Åř�ĨīðÆÐ�ĮìďœĮ�ĴìÐīÐȸĮ�­�Åīď­ÌÐī�ðĊĴÐīÐĮĴ�ðĊ�ÐăÐÆĴīðťÐÌ�ŒÐìðÆăÐĮ�ÅÐřďĊÌ�ìřÅīðÌĮȘ

1. 10 best hybrid vehicles in Australia 
As much as people want to buy a fully electric car - hybrids for convenience and upfront cost 
are still king! 
 

2. Cheapest electric cars in Australia 
�ďĊťīĉðĊæ�ĴìÐ�ĴīÐĊÌ�ȭ�ĨÐďĨăÐ�­īÐ�Ĩīðĉ­īðăř�ĉďĴðŒ­ĴÐÌ�Åř�ĨīðÆÐ�œìÐĊ�ðĴ�ÆďĉÐĮ�Ĵď�ĮÐ­īÆìðĊæ�åďī�
an EV. 
 

3. Electric SUVs: Five best electric SUV cars in Australia 
Again on-trend, buyers are desperate for electric vehicles in popular bodystyles. 
 
 

4. Hybrid vs plug-in hybrid: What is the difference between hybrid and PHEVs? 
qÐīì­ĨĮ�ďĊÐ�ďå�ĴìÐ�ĉďīÐ�ÆďĊåķĮðĊæ�ĴďĨðÆĮ�ðĊ�ĴìÐ�ĊÐœȭÐĊÐīæř�ĮĨ­ÆÐș�q>'�Į�­īÐ�ì­īÌ�Ĵď�
understand. 
 

5. Full electric car: 10 best fully electric cars available in Australia (or coming soon) 
Looking to the future, buyers are aware that their best option probably hasn’t arrived in 
Australia yet. 
 

6. Electric car battery manufacturers: Who makes batteries for electric vehicles? The Complete 
List of EV battery companies 
qÐīì­ĨĮ�­�ĮĴ­ĊÌ�ðĊ�åďī�ĴìÐ�ÐĊæðĊÐ�ȭ�ĴìÐ�ĴďĨðÆ�ďå�Å­ĴĴÐīř�ĉ­Ċķå­ÆĴķīÐ�­ĊÌ�ÆďĊĮĴīķÆĴðďĊ�œðăă�ÅÐ�­�
hot one. 

7. Electric trucks: Five best electric pickup trucks in Australia 
qðÆā�ķĨ�ĴīķÆāĮș�ďī�ȷķĴÐĮȸ�­Į�œÐ�āĊďœ�ĴìÐĉ�ðĊ��ķĮĴī­ăð­�­īÐ�ĴìÐ�ĉďĮĴ�ĨďĨķă­ī�ÅďÌřĮĴřăÐ�ȭ�ÅķĴ�œðăă�
there be EV versions? 
 

8. Every electric car available in Australia 
The title of this one speaks for itself - buyers want to know what their options even are! 
 
 

9. �ìðĊÐĮÐ�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ�Æ­īĮȚ�}ďĨ�ťŒÐ�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ�ŒÐìðÆăÐĮ�åīďĉ��ìðĊ­ 
Chinese brands have been brought to the fore of the market in the last year - and are bringing 
innovative electric models with them. 
 

10. 'ăÐÆĴīðÆ�ǣŘǣȚ�}ďĨ�ťŒÐ�ǣ�#�ÐăÐÆĴīðÆ�Æ­īĮ�ðĊ��ķĮĴī­ăð­  
OðāÐ�ĴìÐðī�ķĴÐ�ĮðÅăðĊæĮș�ǣŘǣ�w��Į�­īÐ�­ăă�ĴìÐ�ī­æÐ�ðĊ��ķĮĴī­ăð­�ȭ�ĨÐďĨăÐ�­īÐ�ĪķðĴÐ�īðæìĴăř�ăďďāðĊæ�
åďī�ĴìÐðī�ÐăÐÆĴīðťÐÌ�ďĨĴðďĊĮ�ðĊ�ĴìðĮ�ĮĨ­ÆÐȘ

28CarsGuide Google Analytics. March-December 2021
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https://www.carsguide.com.au/ev/advice/hybrid-vs-plug-in-hybrid-whats-the-difference-83034%23:~:text=The%20main%20difference%20when%20looking,and%20will%20only%20use%20its
https://www.carsguide.com.au/ev/advice/the-top-10-fully-electric-cars-in-australia-83255
https://www.carsguide.com.au/ev/advice/who-builds-batteries-for-electric-cars-ev-battery-manufacturers-explained-83190
https://www.carsguide.com.au/ev/advice/who-builds-batteries-for-electric-cars-ev-battery-manufacturers-explained-83190
https://www.carsguide.com.au/ev/advice/the-five-best-electric-utes-heading-to-australia-83988
https://www.carsguide.com.au/ev/advice/every-electric-car-available-in-australia-85008
https://www.carsguide.com.au/ev/advice/chinese-electric-cars-top-five-electric-vehicles-from-china-82842
https://www.carsguide.com.au/ev/advice/the-top-five-electric-4x4s-we-want-in-australia-83768
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Looking to 2023

The upcoming federal election may put the 
spotlight on the electric vehicle industry as it 
becomes a battleground to win votes.  
We expect existing projects like ARENA will 
ÅÐ�Æì­ĉĨðďĊÐÌș�ÅķĴ�ĴìÐīÐ�ÆďķăÌ�ÅÐ�ĮðæĊðťÆ­ĊĴ�
promises for subsidies or infrastructure at both a 
federal and state level.

Bigger, bolder commitments from automakers 
which could accelerate the decline of combustion 
technologies. 
As Europe becomes more wary of a reliance 
on fossil fuels, there is a chance the end of 
combustion production will be decided faster. Will 
Australian policymakers follow suit?

More competition from China and Europe will 
put pressure on Tesla as supply shortages are 
predicted to ease. 
Will Tesla be able to maintain its EV dominance 
into 2023? Volkswagen is nipping at its heels in 
Europe with its popular and keenly priced ID range, 
and more affordable models out of China from 
SAIC, BYD, and Great Wall pose a legitimate threat.

Battery supply and technology will become the 
industry’s biggest focus.  
As electric vehicles begin to gain mainstream 
popularity, consumers and manufacturers are 
beginning to ask what the real cost of an electric 
car is. The realities of the industry, like the 
sourcing of controversial materials like cobalt used 
in battery construction, are likely to become more 
harshly scrutinised.
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CarsGuide is Australia’s leading automotive editorial online outlet29, specialising in car news, reviews and advice. 

CarsGuide launched EVGuide in March 2021, which offers comprehensive new model coverage and real-world testing,  
with a focus on answering all consumer questions related to EV and new energy car ownership.

https://www.carsguide.com.au/ev

